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To various officials in the Honduran government,  

 

We are a group of concerned Canadian and U.S. citizens who are closely monitoring the situation of 

Edwin Robelo Espinal, Eduardo Urbina, Lourdes Johana Gómez, the additional 19 political prisoners 

and the human rights violations in Honduras in the context of the post-electoral crisis. We are aware of 

several violations being committed by the Honduran state as mentioned in the UN High 

Commissioner’s report published on March 12, 2018 and would like to highlight the following 

concerns about the abuses being committed against the political prisoners: 

 

 The political prisons are being arbitrary accused and incarcerated and being denied due process. 

The Honduran state has chosen to target and criminalize the political prisoners while refusing to 

investigate the murders of over 30 Hondurans that were protesting the electoral fraud.   

 Ten political prisoners incarcerated in ‘El Pozo’ prison in Ilama, Santa Barbara were detained in 

an illegal manner. No arrest warrant was presented and house raids and detentions began as 

early as 3:00 am in violation of national and international law.   

 Judge Claudio Aguilar who is assigned to the case of political prisoners Edwin Espinal and 

Raul Eduardo Alvarez has committed a series of major violations, which call into question his 

impartiality and his professionalism as a judge. These include: Failing to recuse himself from 

the Espinal and Alvarez case due to the fact that he previously ruled on a case involving 

Espinal’s house raid in 2013, and attending to legal motions and filings within the legally 

established time frame. Both of these acts are in violation of Honduran and international law.  

 The conditions of detention of the political prisoners are inhumane and violate international 

human rights standards. The majority of the political prisoners have been denied access to 



family visitation and phone calls; water access is limited in many cases from five minutes to 

two hours per day; political prisoners are limited to two hours of sunlight per month.  

 

Under national and international law, the Honduran government has the responsibility to uphold the 

human rights of its citizens. As Canadian and U.S. citizens, we continue to work to demand that our 

governments suspend support to the Honduran government while it violates human rights and holds 22 

political prisoners in detention. We do not believe our tax dollars should be spent on supporting a 

government that is incapable of demonstrating that it upholds basic human rights standards and the rule 

of law.  

 

We call on the Honduran government to immediately release and drop all charges against the 22 

political prisoners. As North Americans, we are monitoring the situation and individual cases very 

closely; we will continue to pressure international organizations and our governments to end support to 

the Honduran regime until our demands are met.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Signatures in support of this cause are found below.  

 

 

 

 

Cc.  
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